Foraminiferal assemblages of the coasts of Samandağ and Yayladaği (Hatay, SE Turkey), were investigated. Species composition of the assemblage and abundance of some dominant species were determined. Indo-Pacific originated alien species were found to be dominant as it is the case on southwestern coast of Turkey. Amphistegina lobifera Larsen was the most abundant species and Pararotalia calcariformata McCulloch also showed extensive abundance in some sampling sites. Siphonina tubulosa Cushman is recorded first time in the Mediterranean.
Introduction
Foraminiferal assemblages of the Eastern Mediterranean coasts of Turkey have been well studied (Avşar et al., 2001; Meriç et al., 2008) . A rich benthic foraminifer fauna dominated by native species was observed. However, almost all studies have been conducted deeper than 20 m. Shallow nearshore waters of the Eastern Mediterranean coasts are invaded by IndoPacific originated alien species. 42 alien foraminifer species have previously been reported from Turkish waters (Çınar et al., 2011) . However, majority of the alien species introduced via Suez Canal prefers shallow waters. Thus in order to figure out the influence of alien foraminifers on the native fauna, shallow sandy and rocky habitats on the easternmost part of the Mediterranean coast of Turkey (Samandağ and Yayladaği) was investigated.
Materials and Methods
Surface sediment samples were manually collected from eight different sites at depths between 2 and 8 m from sandy or rocky bottoms by SCUBA diving (Figure 1 , Table 1 ). Samplings were carried out in October 2008 and May 2009. For each sample, 5 grams of dried sediment was disaggregated in water with 10% H2O2 and washed through a 0.063 mm sieve. The residues were oven-dried at 50 °C. Subsequently, the samples were dry-sieved through a series of sieves (2, 1, 0.5, 0.250 and 0.125 mm). The benthic foraminifers were identified under a stereo microscope. 
Results
A total of 57 species of foraminifera representing 41 genera were identified in the examined sediment samples ( 
Conclusion
In the present study very shallow waters (2-8m) were investigated. The benthic foraminiferal assemblage of the Eastern Mediterranean coasts of Turkey has been previously studied. But the previous studies have been conducted at deeper depths. The results show that the coasts of Samandağ and Yayladaği have rich benthic foraminiferal assemblages and the species composition is in accordance with the Eastern Mediterranean foraminiferal fauna. Majority of the species are native, however, unlike deeper waters, Indo-Pacific originated aliens dominate the shallow water assemblages and have much higher abundance compared to the natives.
